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Excel Center strives to remove barriers
By Alex Pollock
alex@thetimes24-7.com

The Excel Center in Noblesville is
a second chance high
school for adults trying
to earn their high school
diploma.
“Everyone who comes
to school here did not
find traditional high
school successful,” said
Steve Dillon, the director
DILLON
of the center.

Students can take a variety of courses
and earn college credit through the center,
which opened in August 2015, joining 11
other Indiana locations.
Dillon has worked as an educator in
Hamilton County for more than 40 years
and was a leader at Hamilton Heights
Schools during Ryan White’s time as a
student.
Ryan White was a teenager who contracted AIDS through a blood transfusion
in the 1980s. He transferred to Hamilton
Heights Schools in Cicero after being

dismissed from his previous school due to
public fear of the disease.
Dillon embraced White and took part in
a movement to educate Hamilton Heights
students and parents on the disease and
worked to create a positive learning environment for White and the other students.
“Helping a student get an education is
more than just math, science, social studies and English. Students have barriers,”
Dillon said. “There’s a whole other side
other than the academics. No matter how
bright the students, there’s always another
ÂSee CENTER Page A3

A

Property of Indiana News Tracker and members of the Hoosier State Press Association.

l h lk

The Times (Noblesville)

Apr
15
2017
Page
A03
Clip
resized
103%
From
A01

Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Ä CENTER

From Page A1
to earn a vocational certifside.”
icate or take a dual-credit
The Excel Center, 300
N. 17th St., located at Ivy
course, better equipping
Tech Community College, them for the future after
strives to remove the barri- high school.
ers to learning for its adult
“The diploma is a really
students.
cool piece of paper,” said
“This really has all the
Dillon, “but it’s just a
pieces I was looking for,
piece of paper if you don’t
the second chance, the
use it to do something.
next step,” said Dillon.
Our goal is to help them
“I love second chances.
learn how to use it.”
That’s what this school is
The Excel Center offers
all about.”
certificates in fields ranging from medical assisting
The Excel Center
removes some of the
and customer service to
common barriers for adult
building and trade.
students by offering free
To get more information
tuition, free child care, and on the second chance high
free transportation options. school or to enroll online
Students are also required
visit www.excelcenter.org.
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