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Goodwill Celebrates Adult High School Graduates
The Excel Center provides adult learners the opportunity to earn a Core 40 diploma

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The Excel Center®, Goodwill’s tuition-free high school for adults,
celebrates its newest class of graduates on Thursday, December 15 and Friday, December 16.
According to the U.S. Census, more than 12% of Marion County residents age 18 and older lack
a high school diploma, significantly limiting their job opportunities. Since opening, The Excel
Center has graduated more than 3,400 Marion County residents who are now filling the
workforce needs of employers and contributing positively to the economy while attending local
colleges.

“By providing free, high-quality education and wraparound services, The Excel Center
eliminates barriers to employment, health and self-sufficiency for students.,” said Betsy K.
Delgado, senior vice president and chief mission and education officer at Goodwill of Central &
Southern Indiana. “We take pride in our ability to meet our students where they are and create
an individualized path toward success — not only for our students but for their families as well.”

That particularly holds true for graduates like Nicole Castro, a mother of two teenage boys and
recent graduate of The Excel Center. At 34 years old, Castro enrolled with zero credits. In fact,
she had not received a formal education since elementary school. Now, as a mother of two, she
wanted to not only provide more financial security but also to set an example for her son’s
educational goals as well. She graduated from The Excel Center with a Core 40 diploma,
several college credits and a certification in medical billing and coding.

“The first day was a little nerve wracking — | hadn’t been in a classroom since third grade — but
you have a support team from the moment you step through the doors,” said Castro. “| am
proud to say, | am the first to graduate in my family, and | owe it all to The Excel Center.”

With 15 campuses located across central and southern Indiana, The Excel Center has
graduated more than 7,500 adults. Through the integration of industry-recognized certification
training and dual-credit requirements, The Excel Center also positions graduates for careers
that offer better-than-average wages.

Date: December 15 and December 16

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: Indianapolis Metropolitan High School - Puma Den
1635 W. Michigan St.
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To coordinate an interview with a recent graduate, contact Jennifer Wade at
jennifer.wade@goodwillindy.org.
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About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people to
increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 39 Indiana counties and operates more than 70 retail

locations, as well as charter schools for adults and youth, a maternal-child health program, a
child care center and more.
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