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Shelbyville Man with Autism Earns Diploma and Gains Meaningful Employment
John Thompson honored with international award for his achievements

SHELBYVILLE, Ind. — Born with autism spectrum disorder, John Thompson did not
begin speaking until he was eight years old. He was homeschooled and had no prior
experience with public school before enrolling at The Excel Center® in Shelbyville,
Goodwill’s tuition-free high school for adults. As a result, he lacked experience
socializing in an academic setting and worried that his peers might not accept him.

“I was nervous, but since my first day, | loved it,” Thompson said. “Going to The Excel
Center was a stepping stone for my success in entering the working world.”

He worked tirelessly — never missing a day of school — while winning the hearts of staff
and peers alike. In 2021, he received his Indiana Core 40 high school diploma,
graduating with honors, and a Certified Business Professional credential from The Excel
Center, allowing him to achieve meaningful employment at the Goodwill retail store in
Shelbyville.

“John is one of the most positive people | have ever met,” said Kent A. Kramer,
president and CEO of Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana. “He approaches every
conversation with kindness and an open heart, and he goes out of his way to make
everyone feel comfortable and welcome. | am proud to call him a colleague and a
friend.”

In addition to his academic and professional success, Thompson is a gifted singer and
pianist, delighting the crowd with his performance at Goodwill UNBOXED in 2022. He
was even named the Shelby Idol in 2012.

As a result of his accomplishments, Thompson was recently honored with Goodwill
Industries International’s Achiever of the Year award, which recognizes a person who
has shown great progress in overcoming challenges to finding employment and still
benefits from the Goodwill work environment.
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“At Goodwill, we are committed to helping people reach their full potential through
learning and the power of work,” said Steven C. Preston, president and CEO of
Goodwill Industries International. “John’s determination, work ethic and infectious
personality are truly inspiring. We’re pleased that Goodwill can play a role in helping
people like John reach their full potential and achieve their career and life goals.”

If you're interested in interviewing John Thompson, please contact Jenny Kakasuleff at
jennifer.kakasuleff@goodwillindy.org or 317.345.4176.
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About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 40 Indiana counties and operates more than 70
retail locations as well as contract manufacturing services, charter schools for adults
and youth, a maternal-child health program, a childcare center and more. For more
information, visit goodwillindy.org.


mailto:jennifer.kakasuleff@goodwillindy.org

