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Goodwill Awarded Grant from Indiana Commission for Higher Education Group
Funds will prepare Hoosier students for college and in-demand careers

INDIANAPOLLIS, Ind. — Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana announced that it will
broaden its college and career readiness coaching program thanks to an award funded
by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. The 20-month grant will provide
additional funds to help guide students toward college and career readiness milestones
by way of structured career coaching sessions, support and events.

Goodwill serves communities by strengthening partnerships with local employers,
community colleges and other workforce development providers to support job seekers
in low-wage employment. TalentSource™, Goodwill's in-house employment agency,
provides job placement, internship and externship opportunities as well as career
advancement support to Goodwill mission participants and education alumni.

One graduate of The Excel Center, Mohammed Alhamwi, utilized TalentSource to help
him achieve his dream of being a registered nurse.

"When | graduated with my high school diploma and my Certified Medical Assistant
certification, TalentSource helped me get connected with my externship to do my clinical
hours and also helped build my resume so that | could start applying for jobs,” Alhamwi
said. "If that was not available, | probably wouldn't be able to reach my goal.”

The TalentSource team serves students at 18 Excel Center® locations and Indianapolis
Metropolitan High School as well as participants in Goodwill’s mission programs, like
Goodwill Nurse-Family Partnership®.

“One challenge driving labor shortages today is a mismatch between the skills that job
seekers have and the skills that employers need,” said Kent A. Kramer, president and
CEO of Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana. “Thanks to these funds from the
Indiana Commission for Higher Education, students will be prepared for the next step in
their education and/or career pathway. This collaboration will allow our schools to



provide enhanced career coaching services to students and build talent pipelines for
employers, while allowing individuals and families increased economic self-sufficiency.”
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About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 40 Indiana counties and operates more than 70
retail locations, as well as contract manufacturing services, charter schools for adults
and youth, a maternal-child health program, a child care center and more.

About the Indiana Commission for Higher Education

Created in 1971, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education plans, coordinates, and
defines Indiana’s postsecondary education system to align higher learning with the
needs of students and the state. The Commission also administers Indiana’s financial
aid programs, including the 21st Century Scholars early college promise scholarship,
which celebrated 30 years in 2020.



