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The Excel Center to Host Open House for Adults Seeking a Diploma
Goodwill’s high school creates college and career pathways for adult students

SHELBYVILLE, Ind – The Excel Center®, Goodwill’s tuition-free high school for adults,
recently announced that it will host an Open House at its Shelbyville location on July 25.
According to the American Community Survey, 11% of working-age adults in Shelby
County lack a high school diploma.

“Without a high school diploma, adults often find themselves unable to secure a
family-sustaining wage or otherwise encounter a professional ceiling that precludes their
career advancement,” said Betsy K. Delgado, senior vice president and chief mission
and education officer at Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana. “The Excel Center’s
individualized support model offers a path to success for returning students.”

The Open House provides an opportunity for prospective students to explore the
wraparound services and support The Excel Center offers and how the school has
changed the lives of graduates, like Dakota McLaughlin.

McLaughlin’s journey was marked by significant challenges growing up. His mother
passed away when he was young, and he was often bullied at school – particularly for
his sexual orientation – which left him feeling isolated. After experiencing domestic
violence, he made the difficult decision to leave home, even though he had nowhere
else to go.

"I dropped out of school and ended up homeless," McLaughlin shared. "I fell in with the
wrong crowd and started using methamphetamines. My life quickly spiraled out of
control."

His probation officer suggested enrolling at The Excel Center to earn his diploma.
Despite initial reluctance stemming from a learning disability, McLaughlin decided to
give it a try.



"The Excel Center in Shelbyville helped me develop a growth mindset, which alleviated
some of the anxiety I was struggling with," he expressed.

Throughout his journey at The Excel Center, McLaughlin received support from a
Goodwill mission coach — a dedicated life and career coach — who guided him through
the college application and financial aid process. He has since earned several
professional certifications as well as an associate of science degree in criminal justice
from Ivy Tech Community College and plans to continue furthering his education. Watch
McLaughlin’s video to learn more.

Open House guests will have the chance to tour our facility, meet the dedicated staff
and learn about the comprehensive resources that The Excel Center offers, including
flexible scheduling, accelerated curriculum, life coaching, industry-recognized job
certifications, transportation assistance, child care and more.

All of these services are provided at no cost to students, emphasizing The Excel
Center's commitment to removing barriers to education and empowering individuals to
achieve their independence and reach their potential.

"We understand that life can present challenges that make completing high school
difficult," said Shonda Russell, director at The Excel Center in Shelbyville. "Our schools
are designed to provide the support and resources necessary for adult learners to
succeed and build a brighter future."

Interested individuals are encouraged to attend one of the Open House sessions to
discover how The Excel Center can help them achieve their education and career goals.
No prior registration is required.

Date: July 25
Time: 11 a.m.- 1p.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Location: The Excel Center, 117 N. Harrison Street, Shelbyville, IN 46176

For more information about The Excel Center or to enroll, please visit excelcenter.org.
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Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 39 Indiana counties and operates more than 70
retail locations, as well as charter schools for adults and youth, a maternal-child health
program, a child care center and more.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB5FZ4Jnhrc
http://excelcenter.org

