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The Excel Center Begins First Term of 2024-25 Academic School Year
Goodwill’s adult high schools now enrolling new students

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The Excel Center®, Goodwill's tuition-free high school for
adults, kicked off its first term of the 2024-25 academic year this week and is enrolling
new students who are looking for a second chance to earn their high school diploma.
Designed to empower individuals to overcome adversity and reach their potential, The
Excel Center provides a unique opportunity for adult learners, like Joselyn Manzanares,
to complete their education.

After Manzanares got pregnant at a young age, she decided to leave high school, but
she soon experienced challenges due to her lack of a diploma, so in 2021, she enrolled
at The Excel Center.

“The teachers at The Excel Center were always there for me,” Manzanares said. “They
always kept pushing me not to give up.”

Manzanares not only earned her high school diploma, but she also completed three
dual credit classes that provided her with a head start at lvy Tech Community College,
where she is currently enrolled.

Recently, she worked with Goodwill’s in-house job placement team, to connect with
BMORE, an inclusive workforce development program through BMO Bank, where she
was hired as an Associate Banker.

“This is what | dreamed about when | was younger,” Manzanares said. “Life
hasn’t been easy for me. People put me down and said | was nobody, but I'm
here, and | feel that I'm somebody now.”

Amidst the challenges many residents face in Marion County, where more than 10% of
adults lack a high school diploma, The Excel Center offers individualized support and a
path to success. The Excel Center has celebrated thousands of graduates who have
joined the workforce or are continuing their education at local universities.
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“Many of the adults we serve experience challenges that may deter them from pursuing
their education — they’re caregivers with full-time jobs and busy lives, but they’re also
experiencing the setbacks of not having a diploma,” said Betsy K. Delgado, senior vice
president and chief mission and education officer at Goodwill of Central & Southern
Indiana. “The Excel Center model is designed to support students who may need a little
extra support on their educational journey.”

With 18 campuses across central and southern Indiana, The Excel Center offers flexible
scheduling and an expedited curriculum to accommodate adult students. Students also
have access to free onsite child care, transportation assistance, individualized support
through a life coach, and a college and career readiness specialist who helps them map
out their post-graduation plan. More than 8,000 adults have graduated from The Excel
Center since 2010.

To coordinate an interview with a recent graduate, contact Jenny Kakasuleff at
jennifer.kakasuleff@goodwillindy.org.
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About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 40 Indiana counties and operates more than 70
retail locations, as well as contract manufacturing services, charter schools for adults
and youth, a maternal-child health program, a child care center and more.
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