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Kent A. Kramer Appointed to Indiana Higher Education Commission
Goodwill president brings significant education and workforce development experience

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.— Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana is proud to announce
that its President and CEO Kent A. Kramer was recently appointed to the Indiana
Higher Education Commission by Governor Eric J. Holcomb.

As part of the commission, Kramer (Pendleton) represents Indiana’s 5th Congressional
District. Kramer leads a team of 5,000 employees at Goodwill, which serves more than
10,000 Hoosiers each day.

“It is quite an honor to be appointed to Indiana's Commission for Higher Education,”
Kramer said. “I am excited to join a very talented and passionate group of leaders
focused on supporting the good work of the Commission.”

Kramer joined Goodwill in 2002, originally serving as the vice president of retail
operations, and was named president and CEO in 2015. In 2010, Goodwill launched
The Excel Center®, its tuition-free high school for adults, with the goal of addressing a
critical socioeconomic and workforce need: nearly a half-million Hoosiers lack a high
school diploma, which significantly limits their career options and earning potential.

Beyond earning a diploma, students are also matched with a college and career
readiness specialist who helps them prepare for their next steps following graduation –
whether that’s immediately entering the workforce, pursuing postsecondary education or
both. Excel Center students must earn an industry-recognized job certification to
graduate, which will allow them to immediately enter an in-demand career with
family-sustaining wages.

The Excel Center also developed partnerships with local universities, including Ivy Tech
Community College and Purdue University Global, to ensure graduates have a path to
postsecondary education, where their dual credits easily transfer and financial aid is
available to help reduce the cost.
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The Excel Center has grown from one location in Indiana in 2010 to more than 40
schools in a dozen states across the country. To date, more than 14,000 graduates
have earned a diploma through The Excel Center.

In addition to his day-to-day involvement in Indiana’s education and workforce
development landscape, Kramer serves on the Indiana State University’s Foundation
Board. He is also on the School of Business and Information Technology Advisory
Board for Purdue University Global. In 2019, he was elected to serve on the Goodwill
International Board of Directors.

Kramer earned a bachelor’s degree from Indiana State University and a master’s
degree in business administration from Anderson University. He also graduated from
the Goodwill Industries International Executive Development Program.

Created in 1971, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education plans, coordinates, and
defines Indiana’s postsecondary education system to align higher learning with the
needs of students and the state. The Commission also administers Indiana’s financial
aid programs, including the 21st Century Scholars Early College Promise scholarship,
which celebrated 30 years in 2020.

The 14-person higher education coordinating board is comprised of one faculty
member, one student member, a representative from each of the state’s nine
congressional districts, and three at-large members. Kramer’s initial term runs through
June 30, 2025.

View the original announcement. To learn more about Goodwill of Central & Southern
Indiana and The Excel Center, visit goodwillindy.org.

###

About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana
Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 40 Indiana counties and operates more than 70
retail locations, as well as contract manufacturing services, charter schools for adults
and youth, a maternal-child health program, a child care center and more.
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