January 27, 2025
For Immediate Release

Contact: Jenny Kakasuleff, Marketing & Communications Manager
Phone: 317.524.4100
Jennifer.Kakasuleff@goodwillindy.org

The Excel Center Helps Bartholomew County Residents Earn a High School
Diploma
Goodwill’s adult high school currently enrolling new students

COLUMBUS, Ind. — The Excel Center®, Goodwill's tuition-free high school for adults,
announced that it is currently enrolling new students. Designed for busy adults who
need flexibility and extra support to complete their education, The Excel Center
empowers Bartholomew County residents to overcome adversity, providing a unique
opportunity for adult learners to earn a high school diploma.

According to the American Community Survey, more than 4,000 Bartholomew County
residents over the age of 25 lack a high school diploma, and 16% of this population is
living in poverty. If you include the surrounding counties, 20% of residents lack a high
school diploma, which significantly limits their current and future job prospects. The

Excel Center is currently enrolling students who are interested in a new path forward.

“Without a high school diploma, adults often find themselves unable to secure a
family-sustaining wage or otherwise encounter a professional ceiling that precludes their
career advancement,” said Betsy K. Delgado, senior vice president and chief mission
and education officer at Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana. “The Excel Center’s
individualized support model offers a path to success for returning students.”

One graduate who found success at The Excel Center is Dylan Snell, who was just 18
years old when he found himself homeless. He had no high school diploma, and a
criminal history left him deeply in debt and further limited his job prospects.

“While sitting in jail, wondering how | had gotten there, | made the decision to change
my life,” Snell said. “A friend had enrolled at The Excel Center, so | thought getting my
diploma was a good place to start.”

Snell didn’t just graduate — he also gave the commencement speech at his graduation
ceremony. Goodwill helped him create a resumé and prepare for job interviews.
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“Goodwill didn’t just help me develop my skills; they also connected me with a job at
Kirby Risk Electrical Supply and encouraged me to apply,” Snell said. “I got the job.”

More than six years later, Snell has been promoted several times and is currently an
Account Manager. He also paid off his debt and purchased his own home.

The Excel Center offers flexible scheduling, accelerated curriculum, life coaching,
industry-recognized job certifications, dual credits, transportation assistance, child care
and more to support adult students with dependents and responsibilities outside of the
classroom.

All of these services are provided at no cost to students, emphasizing The Excel
Center's commitment to removing barriers to education and empowering individuals to
achieve their independence and reach their potential.

With 18 campuses across central and southern Indiana, The Excel Center has
graduated more than 8,000 Hoosier adults. Students who are interested in enrolling or
learning more are encouraged to visit excelcenter.org.
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About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 40 Indiana counties and operates more than 75
retail locations as well as contract manufacturing services, charter schools for adults
and youth, a maternal-child health program, a childcare center and more. For more
information, visit goodwillindy.org.


http://excelcenter.org

