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Mom & Daughter Both Earn High School Diplomas at The Excel Center
Goodwill’s adult high school celebrates winter graduates

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The Excel Center®, Goodwill's tuition-free high school for
adults, is proud to honor its winter graduating class on Thursday, February 20, and
Friday, February 21. Designed to empower individuals to overcome adversity and reach
their potential, The Excel Center provides a unique opportunity for adult learners, like
Summer Ramos, to earn an Indiana Core 40 high school diploma.

“I almost gave up on earning my high school diploma, but then | thought of my mom,
who returned to high school after 15 years and graduated from The Excel Center,”
Ramos said.

More than 10% of adults in Marion County lack a high school diploma, but The Excel
Center offers flexibility, individualized support and a path to success for those who are
ready to return and complete their education.

“The Excel Center has been a life-changing experience,” Ramos said. “The
second | enrolled, | felt like | was part of the family. You can tell the staff really
care about you and your future.”

The Excel Center has celebrated thousands of graduates, like Ramos, who have joined
the workforce or are continuing their education at local universities.

“A child whose parents didn’t finish high school is twice as likely to follow the same path,
so when an adult with children enrolls at The Excel Center, we're talking about a
multigenerational impact,” said Betsy K. Delgado, senior vice president and chief
mission and education officer at Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana. “The Excel
Center is designed for busy adults who need flexibility, and our model removes barriers
— like a lack of child care — that may hinder them from enrolling.”
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With 18 campuses across central and southern Indiana, The Excel Center has
graduated more than 8,500 adults. Join us to celebrate our 2025 winter graduates:

Date: Thursday, February 20, and Friday, February 21
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: Puma Den

1635 W. Michigan St.

Indianapolis, IN 46222

To coordinate an interview with a recent graduate, contact Jenny Kakasuleff at
jennifer.kakasuleff@goodwillindy.org.
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About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 40 Indiana counties and operates more than 75
retail locations, as well as contract manufacturing services, charter schools for adults
and youth, a maternal-child health program, a child care center and more. Visit
goodwillindy.org to learn more.
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